Imperialism Trial
What do I have to do?
As a class, we are going to put some Imperialists from the 1800s on trial. There will be three separate trials as outlined in the table below. You will either be a prosecutor (where you argue the country’s leader is guilty) or a defense attorney (where you argue the leader is innocent). You will only be a prosecutor or defense attorney in one trial. You will be a part of the jury for the other two trials.

As a prosecutor, you will try to convince the jury that the statement in bold below is true. You will do this by presenting evidence to show that both A and B in bold are true. As a defense attorney you will try to convince the jury that the bold statement is false by presenting evidence to show that A and B did not occur.

"Imperialists in the 1800s were guilty of a crime against the natives of the countries they colonized."

a)      The imperialists brought more harm than good to the countries they colonized.

b)      The imperialists knew what they were doing was wrong and yet they did it anyway.

	
	Trial 1
	Trial 2
	Trial 4

	Colonist
	Britain
	France
	United States

	Imperialized Areas to Focus On
	India and 
southern Africa
	French West Africa
and Algeria
	Philippines

	Leader on Trial
	Disraeli
	Napolean III
	Pres. McKinley



What is the purpose of this assessment?
Learning Goals: 
· To explore how the natives of colonized countries were impacted by imperialism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
· To explore the intentions of the Imperialists and their world view at that time
· To compare and contrast the different ways that Britain, France, Belgium and the United States carried out imperialism
· To learn how to gather persuasive historical evidence to defend a viewpoint

Essential Question: According to the norms of the nineteenth century, was the act of imperialism morally justified?


How will I be graded?
See the attached Rubric.

When will the trials begin?

Name: _______________________________ 	Overall Assignment Score _______/35

9th and 10th Grade History Debate Rubric
	
      Debate Mark    _______/35  Comments:       
 

             


	CATEGORY 
	7 – Exemplary
	6 – Proficient
	5 - Developing
	4 - Emerging
	0 – Not Meeting the Standards

	Effective
Communication
	-Relevant ideas were spoken in a highly effective manner, without monopolizing or being too passive
	-Relevant ideas were spoken without monopolizing or being too passive
	-Relevant ideas were spoken with only minor monopolization or passivity
	-Ideas were spoken in a monopolizing or passive manner
	 -Ideas were irrelevant or not shared in a speech


	Organization
	-Introduction establishes interest and directly addresses the resolution 

-Speech is organized very effectively into main points, and points are very clearly communicated by the speaker

-Conclusion very effectively reestablishes the argument
	-Introduction directly addresses the resolution 

-Speech is organized into main points, and points are clearly communicated by the speaker

-Conclusion reestablishes the argument
	-Introduction addresses the resolution

-Speech is either organized into main points or points are clearly communicated by the speaker

-Conclusion attempts to reestablish the argument
	-Introduction deals with the resolution in a limited or inaccurate way

-Speech is roughly organized into main points and points may be discussed by the speaker

-There is a conclusion but it does not reestablish the argument
	-Introduction does not address the resolution

-Speech is not organized into main points nor are points clearly communicated by the speaker

-Conclusion is absent

	[image: clear]Knowledge & Understanding
	-Specific evidence very effectively supports arguments

- Knowledge and evidence used is always:
· accurate  
· relevant
· detailed
	-Specific evidence effectively supports arguments

- Knowledge and evidence used  is usually:
· accurate
· relevant
· detailed
	-Specific evidence sometimes supports arguments

-Knowledge and evidence used  is sometimes:
· accurate
· relevant
· detailed
	-Specific evidence is rarely used to support arguments

-Knowledge and evidence used  is rarely:
· accurate
· relevant
· detailed
	-No specific evidence is used 

-Knowledge and evidence used  is never:
· accurate
· relevant
· detailed 

	Research 

(Notes and bibliography must be submitted with the speech)
	-Works Cited list follows  MLA format correctly

	-Works Cited list follows MLA format with minor errors

	-Works Cited list follows MLA format with errors

	-Works Cited list is provided with major errors in MLA formatting

	-Works Cited list is provided but does not follow MLA method of formatting
 



Teacher’s Notes

Background Needed:
· Primary versus secondary sources
· How to write citations and a bibliography (unless we provide all of the sources)
· What is effective historical evidence (so we don’t get logic based arguments or big main ideas)
· A bit on how to research (assuming they do research) and what constitutes a valid source—(Can have librarians give short lesson)
· What a “world view” is, awareness of what our globalized world view is today, understanding of Social Darwinism
· What “morally justified” means (unless we decide to reword the essential question)
· Introduction to a trial format
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