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France in Africa

1. “It is neither natural nor just for the civilized people of the West to be cooped up indefinitely and jammed into the restricted spaces which were their first home. Nor is it natural and just that they there accumulate the marvels of science, the arts and civilization, that they see the rate of interest fall more each day for lack of good investment opportunities, while they leave perhaps half the world to little groups of ignorant, ineffectual men who are like feeble children . . . or to exhausted populations, without energy, without direction, who may be compared to old men. 

Imperialism is often confused with commerce or with the opening of commercial markets.... Imperialism means something quite different from the sale or purchase of commodities. It entails a profound action on a people and a territory, providing the inhabitants with some education and regular justice, teaching them the division of labour and the uses of capital when they are ignorant of these things. It opens an area not only to the merchandise of the mother country, but to its capital and its savings, to its engineers, to its overseers, to its emigrants. . . . Such a transformation of a barbarian country cannot be accomplished by simple commercial relations.”

- From a (1891) book of Paul Leroy Beaulieu on 19th-century colonization 

2. Jules Ferry was twice prime minister of France, from [1880-1881, 1883-1885]. He is especially remembered for championing laws that removed Catholic influence from most education in France and for promoting a vast extension of the French colonial empire. 
The policy of colonial expansion is a political and economic system ... that can be connected to three sets of ideas: economic ideas; the most far-reaching ideas of civilization; and ideas of a political and patriotic sort.
In the area of economics, I am placing before you, with the support of some statistics, the considerations that justify the policy of colonial expansion, as seen from the perspective of a need, felt more and more urgently by the industrialized population of Europe and especially the people of our rich and hardworking country of France: the need for outlets [for exports]. Is this a fantasy? Is this a concern [that can wait] for the future? Or is this not a pressing need, one may say a crying need, of our industrial population? I merely express in a general way what each one of you can see for himself in the various parts of France. Yes, what our major industries [textiles, etc.], irrevocably steered by the treaties of 18601 into exports, lack more and more are outlets. Today, as you know, competition, the law of supply and demand, freedom of trade, the effects of speculation, all radiate in a circle that reaches to the ends of the earth .... That is a great complication, a great economic difficulty; ... an extremely serious problem. It is so serious, gentlemen, so acute, that the least informed persons must already glimpse, foresee, and take precautions against the time when the great South American market that has, in a manner of speaking, belonged to us forever will be disputed and perhaps taken away from us by North American products. Nothing is more serious; there can be no graver social problem; and these matters are linked intimately to colonial policy.
Gentlemen, we must speak more loudly and more honestly! We must say openly that indeed the higher races have a right over the lower races ....
I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to civilize the inferior races .... In the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers and explorers introduced slavery into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race .... But, in our time, I maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing duty.
Spreading light without acting, without taking part in the affairs of the world, keeping out of all European alliances and seeing as a trap, an adventure, all expansion into Africa or the Orient-for a great nation to live this way, believe me, is to abdicate and, in less time than you may think, to sink from the first rank to the third and fourth.
Jules François Camille Ferry, "Speech Before the French Chamber of Deputies, March 28, 1884," Discours et Opinions de Jules Ferry, ed. Paul Robiquet (Paris: Armand Colin & Cie., 1897), -1. 5, pp. 199-201, 210-11, 215-18. Translated by Ruth Kleinman in Brooklyn College Core Four Sourcebook

Secondary Sources
1. French Intentions
‘French imperialists hoped to enhance the French economy the Prussian and to recover from the Great Depression of the 1870s. They also wanted to block British expansion in West Africa. On a more idealistic level, French imperialists envisioned (looked for) the creation of a Greater French Empire that would promote what they considered to be the universal ideals of the Enlightenment. Coincidentally, such an empire was expected to extend and glorify French culture…….. Coincidently, they viewed themselves as the best representatives of that civilization.’
"The French in West Africa." West Chester University's - On-line Web Courses. 02 Feb. 2012. <http://courses.wcupa.edu/jones/his312/lectures/fren-occ.htm>.
2. French Actions
a. Algeria
‘….in 1840-1841, the French began to use terror tactics that included the destruction of wells and crops’. 
"The French in West Africa." West Chester University's - On-line Web Courses. 02 Feb. 2012. <http://courses.wcupa.edu/jones/his312/lectures/fren-occ.htm>.
‘The French colonial authorities set about changing the face of Algeria by eliminating anything that was previously thought of as Algerian: local culture was destroyed, mosques were converted into churches and the old medinas were pulled down and replaced with streets laid out in neat grids. The greatest symbol of the change was the conversion of the Great Mosque of Algiers to the Cathedral of St Philippe. The French also distributed large parts of prime farming land to European settlers (known as pieds-noirs) – Italian, Maltese and Spanish as well as French’.
"History of Algeria - Lonely Planet Travel Information." Lonely Planet Travel Guides and Travel Information. 02 Feb. 2012. <http://www.lonelyplanet.com/algeria/history>.
b. Dahomey (modern day Benin)
‘Following colonisation by the French, great progress was made in education, and many Dahomeyans were employed as government advisers throughout French West Africa’. 
"History of Algeria - Lonely Planet Travel Information." Lonely Planet Travel Guides and Travel Information. 02 Feb. 2012. <http://www.lonelyplanet.com/algeria/history>.
c. General
 - The Policy of Assimilation
‘The “assimilés” in French Africa represented the group Frantz Fanon calls the “benis oui oui” or the “yes yes men.” Through Assimilation, France transformed it African colonies into complete dependencies that relied on France for survival. Many elites in French Africa looked up to Paris as “home.” This was because to become “assimilé,” one had to show signs of being “civilized.” This implied being able to speak French, eating French food, dressing French, being Christian, being literate and abandoning “primitive African cultures.”.
http://www.suite101.com/profile.cfm/fowale 
Only in St. Louis did even a small percentage of West Africans come to participate in French national affairs. Outside of this area West Africans had become subjects (sujets), not citizens. This dynamic was due most likely to the increasing awareness by the French of the unlikelihood that the African peoples they were colonizing would be 'suitable` French citizens. When the original federation of the French West African colonies was achieved there was no strong statement of the program for assimilation. The French began to install a very centralized federalist administration in their new territory, a system of direct rule. 
"French in West Africa." African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania. Web. 02 Feb. 2012. <http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/French_16178.html>. 

‘assimilation was predicated on a presumption of the superiority of French culture and ‘civilisation’. As part of France’s ‘mission civilisatrice’, when confronted by ‘barbarian’ people, it was the duty of France to civilise them and turn them into Frenchmen.’

‘while this implied a kind of equality (that Africans were capable of becoming Frenchmen), it also dismissed African culture as non-existent or at least without value; of course, the French tended to feel that way about almost everyone else too. French culture was the epitome and everything else was at best 2nd or 3rd rate! African society was seen as without history or civilisation, largely in a state of war and flux.”
""4 French Colonial Policies." 02 Feb. 2012. <http://stmarys.ca/~wmills/course317/4french_policies.html>

- Development 
‘- in French West Africa, great efforts were made to increase exports (with statistics showing some considerable success) and to build railways into the interior, although most exports came from the coastal areas of better rainfall—peanuts, hardwoods, palm kernels and palm oil. Late in the 1930s cocoa and coffee were encouraged by the government; attempts to grow cotton with irrigation were not too successful.’
"4 French Colonial Policies." 02 Feb. 2012. <http://stmarys.ca/~wmills/course317/4french_policies.html>

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the time of the French Revolution in 1789, the two main characteristics of French colonial policy in West Africa were the quest for international prestige and the cultural assimilation of indigenous populations. France's efforts to build a colonial empire may be considered a reaction to British imperial successes: colonies were a necessary burden the French took on to maintain their international stature. These efforts were always subordinate to the considerations of continental politics. As a result, little attention was paid to the political, social, and economic development of the overseas territories.
The policy of assimilation had its origins in the French Revolution, when the Convention in 1794 declared that all people living in the colonies were French citizens and enjoyed all republican rights.
"Mauritania - French Colonial Policy." Country Studies. Web. 06 Feb. 2012. <http://countrystudies.us/mauritania/12.htm>.

The policy of association also affirmed the superiority of the French in the colonies, but it entailed different institutions and systems of laws for the colonizer and the colonized. Under this policy, the Africans in Cote d'Ivoire were allowed to preserve their own customs insofar as they were compatible with French interests.
"Ivory Coast-Evolution of Colonial Policy FRENCH RULE UNTIL WORLD WAR II." Environmental News and Information - Mongabay.com. Web. 06 Feb. 2012. <http://www.mongabay.com/history/ivory_coast/ivory_coast-evolution_of_colonial_policy_french_rule_until_world_war_ii.html>.

Second only in importance to Algeria was the great province of Cochin China, which was a part of the French empire. Cochin China contained a population of over a million and a half, and the French extended their protectorate over Annam, Camboja, and the rest of Indo-China, until twenty millions of people become tributary to France. Indo-China would not, indeed, furnish an outlet for French emigration, but it is a fertile and populous country and capable of great development. At many times, it appears that it was only in certain small segments of Vietnamese society that the French found support - as the French Rear-Admiral Rieunier complained "We only have ruffians on our side". Nevertheless, French domination of Vietnam was complete by the end of the 19th Century, and exploitation of the country began in earnest.
But for the French colonist the tie was much stronger that bound him to the home country. He desired to remain a Frenchman ; Paris is still for him the centre ; though his home may be at Senegal or Cochin China, his heart is in France.
"French Colonies." GlobalSecurity.org - Reliable Security Information. Web. 06 Feb. 2012. <http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/fr-colony.htm>.

The colonies provided France with raw materials (especially sugar and other tropical products), markets, strategic bases and `points d'appui'for the French military and mercantile fleets ar ound the world. The policy of the `exclusif', which reserved to the `mother country' almost all trade and profits from the colonies, molded relations between the metropole and its possessions. Administrators, soldiers, traders and Catholic missionaries completed the French colonial presence.
The government also tried to turn Algeria into a settler colony. From October to December 1848, some thirteen thousand Frenchmen, most of whom had mounted barricades during the June Days, were transported across the Mediterranean. Paris spent fifty-five million francs to g ive them land, livestock and tools in the hopes that they would become pioneer farmers and that the metropole would be rid of rebels. Lack of better preparation for the transportees' arrival and strong-armed military control hampered the operations; many colonists died or returned to France.
A definitive decree followed on April 27, 1848. Declaring that `slavery is an attack on human dignity', it `destroys the principal of natural law and duty . . . it is a flagrant violation of republican dogma," and that great unrest could erupt in the colonies if slavery were not ended, the law abolished slavery in all French colonies and possessions. A total of 262,564 slaves were thereby freed, most of them in the plantation colonies of the West Indies and Réunion. The legislators also granted the right to vote to the freed slaves.
"French Colonies." Welcome to Ohio University. Web. 06 Feb. 2012. <http://www.ohio.edu/chastain/dh/frenchco.htm>.


