Britain in Africa
1. Kabaka (King) Mutesa I to Colonel Gordon, 24th March 1876:
"To Sir Colonel Gordon, My dear Friend, I wish you good day. It is I, M'tesa, King of Uganda who sends you this letter. I wish to be the friend of the white men. Therefore, hear my words which I say.

I want a priest who will show me the way of God.
I want gold, silver, iron and bronze.
I want clothing for my people and myself to wear.
I want excellent guns and good cannons.
I want to cause to be built good houses for my country.
I want my people to know God."
The Story of Africa| BBC World Service." BBC - Homepage. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/11chapter6.shtml>.
2. Cecil Rhodes writing to his friend W.T. Stead:
"I contend that we are the first race in the world, and that the more of the world we inhabit the better it is for the human race."

Below is an excerpt from The Mystery Gunman, by Kayode Eso. Ivor Cummings was a high level Sierra Leonean/British official in Nigeria’s Colonial Office.
'Pray have you got the name Ivor Cummings on your reservation list?' Cummings asked.
'Oh yes, of course, his name is here,' said the hotel manager but now addressing his question to Keith, 'and when is he coming?'
'I am Ivor Cummings,' retorted the black official. 'This is Ivor Cummings,' Keith said simultaneously, and exasperated. The Greek blushed and it was very noticeable. He quickly vacated the reception counter, leaving behind the untidy business to be concluded by the African clerk behind the desk.

The poor clerk stammered as he tried to explain that black people were not admitted into the hotel.
"You mean as guests? For you are black yourself," said Ivor Cummings angrily and stormed out of the hotel."
-Excerpt from The Mystery Gunman, by Kayode Eso.

BBC World Service | The Story of Africa." BBC - Homepage. Web. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/specials/1624_story_of_africa/page26.shtml>.


3. The following is an excerpt from speech by the British Secretary of State for the Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, at the annual dinner of the Royal Colonial Institute on March 31, 1897:

“…You cannot have omelets without breaking eggs; you cannot destroy the practices of barbarism, of slavery, of superstition, which for centuries have desolated the interior of Africa, without the use of force…”
-
True Conception of Empire." Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://chnm.gmu.edu/history/faculty/kelly/wciv/imperialism/chamberlain.htm>.
Britain in India

4. The following was written by Thomas Macaulay, a British colonist who lived in Calcutta from 1834-1838:
 
All parties seem to be agreed on one point, that the dialects commonly spoken among the natives of this part of India, contain neither literary nor scientific information, and are, moreover, so poor and rude that, until they are enriched from some other quarter, it will not be easy to translate any valuable work into them….It will hardly be disputed, I suppose, that the department of literature in which the Eastern writers stand highest is poetry. And I certainly never met with any Orientalist who ventured to maintain that the Arabic and Sanscrit poetry could be compared to that of the great European nations. But when we pass from works of imagination to works in which facts are recorded, and general principles investigated, the superiority of the Europeans becomes absolutely immeasurable.
Internet History Sourcebooks." FORDHAM.EDU. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1833macaulay-india.asp>.
6. John Hobson was a British economist and wrote an anti-imperialism book in 1902 titled Imperialism: A Study. The following are quotes from that book:
“For Europe to rule Asia by force for purpose of gain and to justify that rule by the pretense that she is civilizing Asia and rising her to a higher level of spiritual life, will be adjudged… to be the wrong and folly of imperialism. Asia[‘s] priceless stores of wisdom… we refuse to take; the much of we give we spoil by the brutal manner of our giving.”
“The real questions we have to answer are these: ‘Are we civilising India?’ and "In what does that civilisation consist?" To assist in answering there exists a tolerably large body of indisputable facts. We have established a wider and more permanent internal peace than India had ever known from the days of Alexander the Great. We have raised the standard of justice by fair and equal administration of laws; we have regulated and probably reduced the burden of taxation, checking the corruption and tyranny of native princes and their publicans. For the instruction of the people we have introduced a public system of schools and colleges, as well as a great quasi-public missionary establishment, teaching not only the Christian religion but many industrial arts. Roads, railways, and a network of canals have facilitated communication and transport, and an extensive system of scientific irrigation has improved the productiveness of the soil; …. Tea, coffee, indigo, jute, tobacco, and other important crops have been introduced into Indian agriculture. We are gradually breaking down many of the religious and social superstitions which sin against humanity and retard progress, and even the deeply rooted caste system is modified wherever British influence is felt. There can be no question that much of this work of England in India is well done. No such intelligent, well-educated, and honourable body of men has ever been employed by any State in the working of imperial government as is contained in the Civil Service of India. Nowhere else in our Empire has so much really disinterested and thoughtful energy been applied in the work of government. The same may be said of the line of great statesmen sent out from England to preside over our government in India. Our work there is the best record British Imperialism can show. What does it tell us about the capacity of the West to confer the benefits of her civilisation on the East?”
“A nation may either, following the example of Denmark or Switzerland, put brains into agriculture, develop a finely varied system of public education, general and technical, apply the ripest science to its special manufacturing industries, and so support in progressive comfort and character a considerable population upon a strictly limited area; or it may, like Great Britain, neglect its agriculture, allowing its lands to go out of cultivation and its population to grow up in towns, fall behind other nations in its methods of education and in the capacity of adapting to its uses the latest scientific knowledge, in order that it may squander its pecuniary and military resources in forcing bad markets and finding speculative fields of investment in distant corners of the earth, adding millions of square miles and of unassimilable population to the area of the Empire.”
Hobson, Imperialism, A Study, Part II, Chapter V." Library of Economics and Liberty. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://www.econlib.org/library/YPDBooks/Hobson/hbsnImp13.html>.
8. The following is a speech made by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1871. Naoroji was born in India and later moved to London where he became the first Indian elected into the British parliament:
The Benefits of British Rule for India: 
“In the Cause of Humanity: Abolition of suttee and infanticide. Destruction of Dacoits, Thugs, Pindarees, and other such pests of Indian society. Allowing remarriage of Hindu widows, and charitable aid in time of famine. Glorious work all this, of which any nation may well be proud, and such as has not fallen to the lot of any people in the history of mankind.
In the Cause of Civilization: Education, both male and female. Though yet only partial, an inestimable blessing as far as it has gone, and leading gradually to the destruction of superstition, and many moral and social evils. Resuscitation of India's own noble literature, modified and refined by the enlightenment of the West.
Politically: Peace and order. Freedom of speech and liberty of the press. Higher political knowledge and aspirations. Improvement of government in the native states. Security of life and property. Freedom from oppression caused by the caprice or greed of despotic rulers, and from devastation by war. Equal justice between man and man (sometimes vitiated by partiality to Europeans). Services of highly educated administrators, who have achieved the above-mentioned results. 
Materially: Loans for railways and irrigation. Development of a few valuable products, such as indigo, tea, coffee, silk, etc. Increase of exports. Telegraphs.
Generally: A slowly growing desire of late to treat India equitably, and as a country held in trust. Good intentions. No nation on the face of the earth has ever had the opportunity of achieving such a glorious work as this. I hope in the credit side of the account I have done no injustice, and if I have omitted any item which anyone may think of importance, I shall have the greatest pleasure in inserting it. I appreciate, and so do my countrymen, what England has done for India, and I know that it is only in British hands that her regeneration can be accomplished. Now for the debit side.”

The Detriments of British Rule:
“In the Cause of Humanity: Nothing. Everything, therefore, is in your favor under this heading.
In the Cause of Civilization: As I have said already, there has been a failure to do as much as might have been done, but I put nothing to the debit. Much has been done, though.
Politically: Repeated breach of pledges to give the natives a fair and reasonable share in the higher administration of their own country, which has much shaken confidence in the good faith of the British word. Political aspirations and the legitimate claim to have a reasonable voice in the legislation and the imposition and disbursement of taxes, met to a very slight degree, thus treating the natives of India not as British subjects, in whom representation is a birthright. Consequent on the above, an utter disregard of the feelings and views of the natives. The great moral evil of the drain of wisdom and practical administration, leaving none to guide the rising generation.
Financially: All attention is engrossed in devising new modes of taxation, without any adequate effort to increase the means of the people to pay; and the consequent vexation and oppressiveness of the taxes imposed, imperial and local. Inequitable financial relations between England and India, i.e., the political debt of ,100,000,000 clapped on India's shoulders, and all home charges also, though the British Exchequer contributes nearly ,3,000,000 to the expense of the colonies. 
Materially: The political drain, up to this time, from India to England, of above ,500,000,000, at the lowest computation, in principal alone, which with interest would be some thousands of millions. The further continuation of this drain at the rate, at present, of above ,12,000,000 per annum, with a tendency to increase. The consequent continuous impoverishment and exhaustion of the country, except so far as it has been very partially relieved and replenished by the railway and irrigation loans, and the windfall of the consequences of the American war, since 1850. Even with this relief, the material condition of India is such that the great mass of the poor have hardly tuppence a day and a few rags, or a scanty subsistence. The famines that were in their power to prevent, if they had done their duty, as a good and intelligent government. The policy adopted during the last fifteen years of building railways, irrigation works, etc., is hopeful, has already resulted in much good to your credit, and if persevered in, gratitude and contentment will follow. An increase of exports without adequate compensation; loss of manufacturing industry and skill. Here I end the debit side.
Summary: To sum up the whole, the British rule has been: morally, a great blessing; politically, peace and order on one hand, blunders on the other; materially, impoverishment, relieved as far as the railway and other loans go. The natives call the British system "Sakar ki Churi," the knife of sugar. That is to say, there is no oppression, it is all smooth and sweet, but it is the knife, notwithstanding. I mention this that you should know these feelings. Our great misfortune is that you do not know our wants. When you will know our real wishes, I have not the least doubt that you would do justice. The genius and spirit of the British people is fair play and justice.”
Halsall, Paul. "Dadabhai Naoroji: London Speech of 1871." History Department, Hanover College. 1998. 16 Aug. 2011. <http://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/111nao.html>.

9. The following are quotes from important British men living in the 1800s:
John Stuart Mill:
The British rule in India was “not only the purest in intention but one of the most beneficent in act ever known to mankind.”
Lord Curzon:
“The British Empire is under Providence the greatest instrument for good that the world has seen.”
General Smuts:
The British Empire was “the widest system of organized human freedom which has ever existed in human history.”
Ferguson, Niall. Empire: the Rise and Demise of the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power. New York: Basic, 2003.

10. John Stuart Mill was a British economist and philosopher. He wrote the excerpt below in 1848.
“Much has been said of the good economy of importing commodities from the place where they can be bought cheapest; while the good economy of producing them where they can be produced cheapest, is comparatively little thought of. If to carry consumable goods from the places where they are superabundant to those where they are scarce, is a good pecuniary speculation, is it not an equally good speculation to do the same thing with regard to labor and instruments? The exportation of laborers and capital from old to new countries, from a place where their productive power is less, to a place where it is greater, increases by so much the aggregate produce of the labor and capital of the world. It adds to the joint wealth of the old and the new country…. There needs be no hesitation in affirming that Colonization, in the present state of the world, is the best affair of business, in which the capital of an old and wealthy country can engage.”
Internet History Sourcebooks." FORDHAM.EDU. 19 Aug. 2011. <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1849jsmill-colonies.asp>. 

11. Lord Curzon was a British man who became the “Viceroy” or the British ruler of India in 1899. Below is an excerpt from a speech that he made to other British people in 1907.
"Wherever the Empire has extended its borders ... there misery and oppression, anarchy and destitution, superstition and bigotry, have tended to disappear, and have been replaced by peace, justice, prosperity, humanity, and freedom of thought, speech, and action......
But there also has sprung, what I believe to be unique in the history of Empires, a passion of loyalty and enthusiasm which makes the heart of the remotest British citizen thrill at the thought of the destiny which he shares, and causes him to revere a particular piece of coloured bunting as the symbol of all that is noblest in his own nature and of best import for the good of the world"
Birdhill, Shirley. "The Open Door Web Site : History : The 'Scramble for Africa' : Britain." The Open Door Web Site : Home Page. 2010. 25 Aug. 2011. <http://www.saburchill.com/history/chapters/empires/0049.html>.
12. Below is a letter written by British missionary named John G Paton. He wrote this letter in 1883 to encourage the British government to colonize some islands in the Pacific Ocean.
“For the following reasons we think the British government ought now to take possession of the New Hebrides group of the South Sea islands, of the Solomon group, and of all the intervening chain of islands from Fiji to New Guinea:
1. Because she has already taken possession of Fiji in the east, and we hope it will soon be known authoritatively that she has taken possession of New Guinea at the northwest, adjoining her Australian possessions, and the islands between complete this chain of islands lying along the Australian coast. 

2. The sympathy of the New Hebrides natives are all with Great Britain, hence they long for British protection, while they fear and hate the French, who appear eager to annex the group, because they have seen the way the French have treated the native races in New Caledonia, the Loyalty Islands, and other South Sea islands.
3. Until within the past few months almost all the Europeans on the New Hebrides were British subjects, who long for British protection.
4. All the men and all the money used in civilizing and Christianizing the New Hebrides have been British. Now fourteen missionaries and the Dayspring mission ship, and about 150 native evangelists and teachers are employed in the above work on this group, in which over #6000 yearly of British and British-colonial money is expended; and certainly it would be unwise to let any other power now take possession and reap the fruits of all this British outlay.
5. Because the New Hebrides are already a British dependency in this sense---all its imports are from Sydney and Melbourne and British colonies, and all its exports are also to British colonies.
6. The islands on this group are generally very rich in soil and in tropical products so that if a possession of Great Britain, and if the labor traffic stopped so as to retain what remains of the native populations on them, they would soon, and for ages to come, become rich sources of tropical wealth to these colonies, as sugar cane is extensively cultivated on them by every native of the group, even in his heathen state. . .The islands also grow corn, cotton, coffee, arrowroot, and spices, etc., and all tropical products could be largely produced on them.
7. Because if any other nation takes possession of them, their excellent and spacious harbors, as on Efate, so well-supplied with the best fresh water, and their near-proximity to Great Britain's Australasian colonies, would in time of war make them dangerous to British interests and commerce in the South Seas and her colonies.
8. The thirteen islands of this group on which life and property are now comparatively safe, the 8000 professed Christians on the group, and all the churches formed from among them are, by God's blessing, the fruits of the labors of British missionaries, who, at great toil, expense, and loss of life have translated, got printed, and taught the natives to read the Bible in part or in whole in nine different languages of this group, while 70,000 at least are longing and ready for the gospel. On this group twenty-one members of the mission families died or were murdered by the savages in beginning God's work among them, not including good Bishop Peterson, of the Melanesian mission, and we fear all this good work would be lost if the New Hebrides fall into other than British hands.
For the above reasons, and others that might be given, we sincerely hope and pray that you will do all possible to get Victoria and the other colonial governments to help and unite in urging Great Britain at once to take possession of the New Hebrides group. Whether looked at in the interests of humanity, or of Christianity, or commercially, or politically, sure it is most desirable that they should at once be British possessions.”
British Missionary Letters." FORDHAM.EDU. 25 Aug. 2011. <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1883hebrides.asp>.
13. Below is an excerpt from an essay written by a British imperialist named Captain F. D. Lugard in 1893. This is the conclusion to his essay. Earlier in his essay, he talks about the various ways the British have helped to civilize the Africans such as by digging irrigation ditches, establishing education programs and bringing modern medicine to Africa.
The African holds the position of a late-born child in the family of nations, and must as yet be schooled in the discipline of the nursery. He is neither the intelligent ideal crying out for instruction, and capable of appreciating the subtle beauties of Christian forbearance and self-sacrifice, which some well-meaning missionary literature would lead us to suppose, nor yet, on the other hand, is he universally a rampant cannibal, predestined by Providence to the yoke of the slave, and fitted for nothing better, as I have elsewhere seen him depicted. I hold rather with Longfellow's beautiful lines--- 
In all ages
Every human heart is human; 
There are longings, yearnings, strivings
For the good they comprehend not. 
That the feeble hands and helpless, 
Groping blindly in the darkness,
Touch God's right hand in that darkness."
That is to say, that there is in him, like the rest of us, both good and bad, and that the innate good is capable of being developed by culture.
Capt. F. D. Lugard: The Rise of Our East African Empire, 1893." FORDHAM.EDU. Web. 25 Aug. 2011. <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1893lugard.asp>.
14. Below are excerpts from a book where the author, Mark Harrison, evaluates whether or not British medicine really improved the Indians’ health during imperialism.
“The growing number of Indians educated in Western medicine (around 2,000 per annum by 1930) and the steady increase in the numbers attending hospitals and dispensaries,30 indicate that a substantial number of Indians did value Western medicine. A similar increase in the numbers of those submitting to vaccination against smallpox provides further evidence that cultural barriers to vaccination were gradually being overcome.31 From the late nineteenth century, Indians also began to find employment as municipal health officers and a number were actively involved in campaigns for sanitary reform.32
Perhaps the ultimate test of colonial medicine in India was the extent to which it contributed to the general decline in mortality which occurred from around 1910. Crude death rates in India began to decline erratically from this time when deaths from plague began to level off, the downward trend being punctuated only by the huge increase in mortality which occurred as a result of the influenza pandemic of 1918-19. During that year, influenza claimed no fewer than 17 million victims, approximately half of the global total of deaths from influenza.… [The author goes on to explain that it is difficult to tell whether the decrease in influenza was due to the introduction of British medicine or to an overall improvement in standards of living.]
This leaves us with only one clear case of mortality decline having occurred as a direct result of colonial medical intervention. This is the case of smallpox, which declined from a high of 200,000 deaths per annum in 1894 to less than 10,000 in 1920.48 While it remained for a WHO-sponsored eradication programme to eliminate the disease from India in 1977, the contribution made by the British is nevertheless highly significant, in both demographic and institutional senses.”
Harrison, Mark. "PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE IN BRITISH INDIA:." Public Health in British India: Anglo-Indian Preventive Medicine 1859-1914. LMI. 26 Aug. 2011. <http://www.lmi.org.uk/Data/10/Docs/10/10Harrison.pdf>.

Sepoy Munity links:
http://english.emory.edu/Bahri/Mutiny.html
http://lexicorps.com/sepoy.htm
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