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Course Outline

Welcome to high school social studies.  This course is a requirement for graduation and is taught by Mr. Kopp & Ms. McLane.   The course is spread over the 9th and 10th grade years so that students get effective history skill preparation in both years.  The course is an overview of the major people, events, and ideas of the 20th Century.  Throughout the semester, we will explore the dynamic themes and events of the first half of the century, with the second half covered next year.  We will use class discussions, readings, assignments, group activities and individual research projects to enhance our knowledge of the period as well as the importance of the past, and its impact on today and the future world. In addition, the course is intended to foster conceptual understanding and skill development in the areas of analysis, critical thinking and historical writing.  The following is a general outline of the course over two years:
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Required Materials

Texts: The course will use the following text, and students are expected to bring it to every class:      

Weiner, Jerry et al. Global History Volume Two: The Industrial Revolution to the Age of  Globalization. New York: Barron’s, 2008.

Learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of each topic, students will be able to answer the following essential questions:
Topic 1:  Imperialism 1850-1914


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

a) Why did the European powers colonize much of the world?

b) What were the methods and characteristics of imperial rule for these colonies?

c) Was imperialism morally justified according to the norms of the nineteenth century?

Topic 2:  World War One 1914-1918

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:



a)  What caused World War One?



b)  How was WWI the first truly industrial total war in history?

Topic 3:  Ideologies


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:



a)  What were the effects of the war and the peace settlement that followed it?

b)  What were the dominant ideologies of the early Twentieth Century?

c)  Why did the ideologies of communism, fascism, liberalism and modernism gain massive popular support in the 20th Century?

Topic 4:  World War II 1939-1945


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:



a) What caused WWII?   



b)  How was WWII different from WWI?


c)  How did WWII impact civilians?
Assessment Model

Grading

Your quarter grades will be estimates of your progress to date.   The purpose of that grade is to give you an idea of your level of achievement in the course so far.  Only the semester grades will appear on your official transcript.   

	Assessment Criteria


	Criteria descriptors

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Use of evidence, support for argument

	Organization 
	Structure of writing, clarity of argument, use of language

	Evaluation of Sources
	Value and limitations of sources, views of historians

	Historical Processes
	Cause and effect, change over time, compare and contrast

	Research
	MLA format, citations, use of appropriate sources


Turning in assessments
The Social Studies department expects assignments to be handed in on time and in the format requested by the teacher (eg hard copy, email, blog post etc).

A student may request an extension to a deadline at least 24 hours in advance of the set deadline. This may be granted at the discretion of the teacher and a new deadline may be agreed. 

If a deadline is not met and an extension had not been agreed in advance the student should provide a note from a parent/guardian and a new deadline will be agreed. 

If the second deadline is not met the piece of work may receive a zero. The work must be completed and the teacher will give feedback.

Attendance/Tardy

The school's policy regarding attendance will be enforced.  It is expected that you arrive to class before the bell and are prepared for class with the appropriate books, notes, and writing instruments. 
Behavior/Honor Code
You are expected to behave in a polite and respectful manner toward your classmates and teacher.  You are expected to follow the principles set forth in the Honor Code, in particular with regard to respect and responsibility. You are expected to follow the school’s dress code. 
History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History is who we are and why we are the way we are.

David McCullough 
