
Name ________________________

Ideal Form of Government

The following are some ideas about how we could form a better, less corrupt system of government in the Philippines. To what extent do you agree that these changes would improve our government? Put a number in the blank next to each suggested change.

3 = Mostly Agree
2 = Completely Neutral
1 = Mostly Disagree
0 = I have no idea what’s going on

1. _______ People should put the needs of the country and the next generation ahead of their own needs.
2. _______ Actions of the people and government should not be motivated by economics. 
3. _______ The country shouldn’t be socialist.
4. _______ Inequality in a country should be considered to be beneficial in many ways.
5. _______ The country shouldn’t rely as much on the vote of the majority since not everyone is educated or capable of making important decisions.
6. _______ The collective (the people) should be valued as more important than the individual.
7. _______ The government should guide the development, both material (economic) and spiritual, of the collective.
8. _______ The people should be given some liberties but not those which are useless or possibly harmful.
9. _______ The government should have absolute authority and may need to take severe measures against people who promote corruption or who go against the goals of the collective.
10. _______ The government should inspire a sense of discipline, duty and sacrifice among the people.


Total your score and then try to figure out what Mussolini is saying fascism should be in the following excerpt from the encyclopedia entry he wrote about fascism. Once you finish, write what you think the beliefs of fascism are on the reverse.

Excerpts from definition of fascism in “The Italian Encyclopedia” 
by Benito Mussolini  (1932) taken from Modern History Sourcebook

The Fascist accepts life and loves it, knowing nothing of and despising suicide; he rather conceives of duty and struggle and conquest, but above all for others—those who are at hand and those who are far distant, contemporaries and those who will come after… (#1)

Fascism [is] the complete opposite of…Marxian Socialism….Fascism, now and always, believes in holiness and in heroism; that is to say, in actions influenced by no economic motive, direct or indirect. (#2) (#3)

Fascism denies that the majority, by the simple fact that it is a majority, can direct human society; it denies that numbers alone can govern by means of periodical consultation, and it affirms the immutable, beneficial, and fruitful inequality of mankind. (#4) (#5)

For if the nineteenth century was a century of individualism it may be expected that this will be a century of collectivism and hence the century of the State. The conception of the [non Fascist State] is not that of a directing force, guiding the play and development, both material and spiritual, or a collective body, but merely a force limited [to counting votes]: on the other hand, the Fascist State is itself conscious and has itself a will and a personality—this it may be called the “ethic” State… (#6) (#7)

…The Fascist State organizes the nation, but leaves a sufficient margin of liberty to the individual; the latter is deprived of all useless and possibly harmful freedom, but retains what is essential… (#8)

But the empire demands discipline, the coordination of all forces and a deeply felt sense of duty and sacrifice; this fact explains …the necessarily severe measures which must be taken against those who would oppose this spontaneous and inevitable movement of Italy in the twentieth century … (#9) (#10)




