The Rise of Fascism in Italy in the Years 1918-1926
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What was the situation before the rise of Fascism?
Before the rise of Mussolini in Italy, the country’s government was in turmoil. It had a very weak monarchy (King Victor Emmanuel II) and 28 different governments had come into power in just 32 years of Italy’s unification of 1871. 

The economy was at a dire state because of the toll that the First World War had taken on the nation’s resources and manpower. Lastly, the signing of the famous Treaty of Versailles after WW1 caused much upset within the country as Italy gained no extra land for all its efforts during the war.

Benito Mussolini was an Italian Socialist who was expelled from the Socialist Party for suggesting that Italy should join the war with France in 1914. The party’s official stance on the war was neutrality. Mussolini then became disillusioned with socialism and began to think about more nationalistic and authoritarian ideas and combining them with some socialist ideas. What are these ideas?

After the war Mussolini created Fascism – a mix of the above ideas, and formed the Milan Fascio di Combattimento (Fascist Squad). He adopted the fasces as the symbol of Fascism. The next few years were marked with chaos and violence as the government struggled to deal with the post war situation and Fascists and Communists fought vicious street battles.

By 1922 Mussolini felt he has enough support to overthrow the weak government. The Fascist squads marched on Rome but did not have to fight. The King simply invited Mussolini to become Prime Minister........in the next few years the Fascists set up a Dictatorship that lasted until 1943.
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 (
Political failures
Weakness of King Victor Emmanuel II.
28 different governments in the first 32 years of unification.
5 PMs between 1916-1922
Pope did not want to give up power in the Catholic Church
.
) (
Economic failures:
Debts from WWI
 brought Italy down economically.
Not much industry developed
Italy lost many lives and resources from the war, but gained nothing from it.
No apprenticeships were available 
after WWI
 
so
 many young men had no jobs jobsjobsunemplo unemployed and angry
.
)FAILURES OF THE EXISTING SYSTEM
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Foreign Policy Failures
Italy did not gain the land that they had hoped to get from the war (e.g. 
Turkish and Austrian territories)
In the Treaty of Versailles the ‘Big Three’ did not adhere to Italy’s territorial ambitions.
)












ATTRACTIVE FEATURES OF FASCISM


 (
Charisma of the Leader
Was a newspaper editor for a Socialist newspaper, which taught him skills of propaganda.
Strong physique and unique speech making mannerisms and intonation made him stand out.
Had a violent past which added to his ego.
)
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 (
Attractive Ideology
Included 
Nationalism, anti-C
ommunism and expansionist ideas.
) (
Foreign policy
Seizing lands which It
aly was denied at the end of WWI
Re-creating the Roman Empire
)



 (
Par
amilitary
 Wing
The Squadristi were an ex-military, anti-socialist who were a useful asset for intimidating communists and s
p
oiling their reputation.
)
 (
Propaganda
Speeches, posters, rallies and violent intimidation were used to express anti-communist, anti-socialist and pro-nationalist views.
) (
Solutions to Problems
Elimination of the monarchy and establishment of a republic.
Decentralisation of the government.
Profit sharing and management participation by the workers.
Taking over areas belonging to the church.
)






In pairs you will write a short letter to your local newspaper Il Paperio which outlines why you favour fascism/dislike fascism.
We will then listen to each others letters. 
While listening you need to write in the table below;
In the middle column suggest what they might be dissatisfied with in 1918-1922
In the third column write down which features of Fascism would appeal to them/wouldn’t appeal to them
	A peasant
	
	

	A young unemployed man
	
	

	A patriot
	
	

	A city shopkeeper
	
	

	A wealthy businessman
	
	

	A member of the liberal party
	
	

	A communist
	
	

	A landowner
	
	

	A wounded soldier
	
	

	A war widow
	
	

	A Catholic priest
	
	



Write a concluding sentence in answer to the question: Why did Fascism come to power in Italy in 1922?
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