Name: _______________________________ 	

9th and 10th Grade History Essay Scoring Guidelines: Essay and Research Paper
	CATEGORY 
	10                    Exemplary                9.5
	9          Proficient                8.5  
	8         Developing        7.5
	7           Emerging         6.5
	Not Meeting the Standards - 0

	Knowledge and Understanding



	-Evidence-based examples are effectively used to support claims and show understanding

- Knowledge and evidence used is always:
- accurate  
- relevant
- detailed
	- Evidence-based examples are used to support claims and show understanding

- Knowledge and evidence used  is usually:
- accurate
- relevant
- detailed
	- Evidence-based examples are not often used or do not support claims

-Knowledge and evidence used  is sometimes:
- accurate
- relevant
- detailed
	-Evidence-based claims are rarely used


-Knowledge and evidence used  is rarely:
- accurate
- relevant
- detailed
	-Evidence-based claims are not used 

-Knowledge and evidence used  is never:
- accurate
- relevant
- detailed

	Organization
	- Thesis is highly effective in  addressing the question, includes clear main points of the argument and effectively sets up the rest of the essay

-Introduction establishes highly effective historical context 

-Topic sentences are highly effective in introducing each paragraph and maintain a focus on the question and argument

-Ideas are organized effectively into paragraphs and are communicated very clearly

-Conclusion establishes effective synthesis of either the significance of the question or validity of the argument 
	-Thesis addresses the question, includes main points and attempts to set up the rest of the essay

-Introduction establishes accurate historical context

-Topic sentences introduce each paragraph and maintain focus on the question, implicit argument

-Ideas are clearly organized into paragraphs and are communicated clearly

-Conclusion establishes the significance of the question, or validity of the argument
	- Thesis is limited, includes vague main points of the argument with no attempt to set up the essay

-Introduction establishes some  historical context

-Topic sentences sometimes introduce each paragraph and maintains a focus on the question, narrative

-There is an attempt to organize ideas into paragraphs

-Conclusion addresses the question 
	- Thesis is non-existent or off topic, includes no main points with no attempt to set up the essay

- Topic sentences rarely introduce each paragraph and fail to maintain focus on the question

-Paragraphs show little organization

-There is a conclusion but is merely restates a base thesis
	-Contains no thesis 

-Introduction contains no historical context

-Topic sentences never introduce each paragraph or maintain a focus on the question

-There is no attempt to organize ideas into paragraphs

-Conclusion is absent

	Historical  Processes

	-Historical processes are applied and effectively analyzed

- cause and effect 
- change over time
- compare and contrast
	-Historical processes are applied and analyzed

- cause and effect 
- change over time
- compare and contrast
	-Historical processes are partially applied:

- cause and effect 
- change over time
- compare and contrast
	-Historical processes are rarely applied

- cause and effect 
- change over time
- compare and contrast
	-Historical processes are not applied 


	Research
For research paper only
	-Referencing correctly follows MLA format and is appropriately used

-Works Cited list follows MLA format 
-A variety of highly credible sources are used

-Word count is within the required limits
	-Referencing follows MLA format but is used with minor errors 
-Works Cited list follows MLA format with minor errors
-Either a variety of credible sources are used or highly credible sources are used with little variety
	-Referencing follows MLA format and is appropriately used with errors 

-Works Cited list follows MLA format with errors

-Most sources used are credible

	-Referencing follows MLA format but is used with major errors 

-Either Works Cited list is provided with major errors in MLA formatting or does not reflect referencing

-Few credible sources used
	- Works Cited list is provided but does not follow MLA formatting

-Word count is exceeded or not met

-Either an insufficient number of sources are used or the sources no credibility 



